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Enhancing Education Through Technology (EETT)

Middle School Students in Two-Year Technology

Integration Project Achieve 9.9% Higher
Standardized Test Scores in Language Arts

Increases in technology proficiency skKills, attendance and
motivation to learn also reported

El Capitan Middle School

A two-year project conducted with
middle school students at EI Capi-
tan Middle School in the Central
Unified School District in Fresno
concluded that technology, when
properly integrated into the curricu- .
lum, has the potential to increase
academic achievement in English
language arts, technology profi-

ciency skills, attendance and the
motivation to learn. .

technology into the curriculum.

During the course of the project,
curriculum included:

Mock trials which used inter-
net-derived research to create
manuscripts with various soft-
ware applications;

The writing and delivery of
persuasive speeches using
presentation software, and
self-assessment through the
use of a digital video camera;

The project, a comparative analysis
of technology skills, perceptions of
technology integration and English
language arts test score
proficiencies, evaluated
two randomly sampled
groups of 30 middle
school students.

The target group reported a 31.6%

increase in technology skill profi-
ciencies during the 8th grade year.

The two groups of stu-

dents, representative of the maijority
Hispanic/Latino population of the .
school, were divided into a control

group (non technology) and a target
group (technology). Both groups

were taught the same English lan-

guage arts curriculum by the same
teacher during the course of their .
7th and 8th grade school years.

Documentary production re-
quiring internet research for
use in the production and ed-
iting on movie-making soft-
ware; and

A Poetry Slam event for which
students wrote their own po-
etry and videotaped their per-
formance, then analyzed their
oral language and presenta-
tion skills.

The participating teacher received
40 hours of professional develop-
ment on strategies for integrating
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FAST FACTS

NAME OF DISTRICT
Central Unified School District

CURRICULAR FOCUS
AREA
Language Arts

GRADE LEVEL
Middle School

PROJECT GOALS
Improve English language
scores on California Standard-
ized tests through the use of

technology in English language

arts classrooms. Objectives
included:

® Gain in basic literacy skills

® Acquisition of content knowl-
edge of structuring ideas

® Building the ability to com-
municate with others

e Utilizing language, content
and reasoning in ways ap-
propriate for particular situa-
tions and disciplines

NUMBER OF STUDENTS
IN PROJECT
60

PRIMARY SOURCE OF
FUNDING
EETT Competitive Grant

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS

® Consistent class attendance
® More interest in schoolwork

e Students working on projects
outside of class

CONTACT PERSON

Emy Lopez

Fresno County Office of
Education

(509 197 378/

Deportment of
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